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MEDIA ADVISORY 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

ISDA to have strong presence at 2016 Indiana State Fair 
 

 
INDIANAPOLIS (Aug. 5, 2016) – The 2016 Indiana State Fair “Celebrating Indiana’s Bicentennial” is 
officially here. From August 5-21 (9 a.m. – 9 p.m.), fairgoers can visit with Indiana State Department 
of Agriculture (ISDA) staff who will be providing information about agriculture – from soil conservation 
to pollinators – at several locations. 
 
ISDA State Fair Locations/Exhibits: 
Normandy Barn: ISDA will once again have a strong presence in the Normandy Barn (north side of 
the fairgrounds) and will continue to educate the public about new aspects of agriculture, engage 
families with interactive exhibits and highlight the importance of Indiana agriculture as part of 
everyday life. 
 
Indiana Grown Trade Show Exhibit: Stop by the Visit Indiana Bicentennial Pavilion and see the 
Indiana Grown trade show exhibit, which allows visitors to sample great Indiana Grown products from 
a variety of members. 
 
Indiana Grown Marketplace, presented by Marsh: In the Agriculture Horticulture building, fairgoers will 
be able to purchase Indiana Grown products to enjoy at home or at the fairgrounds. 
 
Pathway to Water Quality: Pathway to Water Quality, a popular fixture at the fair since 1993, is an 
excellent watershed demonstration site that shows how proper management practices at home, on 
the farm and in business can improve soil health and water quality. The exhibit is managed by the 
Indiana Conservation Partnership in conjunction with ISDA. 
 
ISDA State Fair Event Schedule: 
In addition to the events below, ISDA Director Ted McKinney will be at the fairgrounds throughout 
much of the state fair, meeting with members of the agriculture industry and attending other events. 
 
Wednesday, Aug. 10 

 What: Indiana Grown to announce a new partnership between Marsh Supermarkets and the 
Indiana Pork Producers Association  

 Time: 10:00 a.m. 

 Location: Agriculture Horticulture Building  

 Director McKinney will join Keith Schoettmer (America’s Pig Farmer of the Year) and a 
representative from Marsh Supermarkets, as well as members of Indiana Grown and Indiana 
Pork to announce the new partnership. 

 
Friday, Aug. 12 

 What: Hoosier Homestead Award Ceremony 

 Time: 1:00 p.m. 

 Location: Indiana Farmers Coliseum  

 Director McKinney will join Lt. Governor Eric Holcomb in honoring longtime Hoosier farm 
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families. 
 
Wednesday, Aug. 17 

 What: Celebration of Agriculture 

 Time: 3:30 p.m. 

 Location: Second Floor, Normandy Barn 

 Director McKinney will join Purdue Dean of Agriculture Dr. Jay Akridge. The ceremony will 
include the presentations of the; Lt. Governor’s Agrivision Award, the Purdue Women in 
Agriculture Awards and the winners of the ISDA Photo Contest. 

 
Friday, Aug. 19 

 What: Indiana Grown Culinary Competition 

 Time: 1:00 p.m. 

 Location: Indiana Arts building 

 The competitors will come up with delicious dishes using 10 different Indiana Grown 
products. Director McKinney will serve as moderator and judging begins at 1:00 p.m. The top 
three dishes will receive a cash prize. 

 
Media outlets wishing to do interviews should contact ISDA Director of Communications, Ben 
Gavelek. 
 

### 
 

   

  

Media Contact:  
Ben Gavelek 
Phone:317.690.3303 
Email: bgavelek@isda.in.gov 
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